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1
Introduction
The Introduction should 1) establish the context of the work being reported through discussing the relevant primary research literature (with citations) and summarizing the current understanding of the problem (before the study reported here), and 2) clearly indicate the purpose of the study and briefly describe the study's approach and how it addresses the questions or hypotheses posed. 
Use the active voice as much as possible. Appropriate use of first person is encouraged.

2
Materials and methods

This section is variously called Methods or Methods and materials or other similar terms to explain clearly how you carried out your study. Remember to use the past tense when you were describing the conduct of the experiment. You may use the active voice to a certain extent, although this section requires more use of third person, passive constructions than others. 

3.
Results

Present the results of your experiment(s) in a sequence that will logically support (or provide evidence against) the hypothesis, or answer the question stated in the Introduction, using both illustrative materials (Tables and Figures) and text. Important negative results should be reported, too. Write the text of the Results section concisely and objectively. Use the active voice as much as possible. Avoid repetitive paragraph structures.
3.1
Quantities and units
Only SI quantities and units and those acceptable in SI are to be used for all scientific and laboratory data; if, in certain cases, it is necessary to quote other units, these should be added in parentheses following the SI units. The full stop should not be included in abbreviations for units, e.g. m (not m.); “%” and “/” should be used in preference to ‘per cent’ and ‘per’; negative exponents are recommended to indicate units in the denominator (e.g. kN m(2 s(1). A value range is preferably presented in a form like (20 to 100) mg L(1 or 20 mg L(1 to 100 mg L(1. Authors should consult SI Unit Rules and Style Conventions (http:// physics.nist.gov/cuu/Units/checklist.html) for proper use.

3.2
Symbols and equations
All symbols must be defined in the text where they first appear. The style of symbols for scalar quantities and variables is italic; for vectors and matrices is boldface italic; for tensors is sans-serif bold italic; and for units and descriptive terms is roman. 

Equations are encouraged to be typed with MathType in 10-point full size, and if necessary be numbered consecutively with Arabic numbers within parentheses. The following is an example: 
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3.3
Figures
Photographs, charts and diagrams are all to be referred to as “Figure(s)”, and should be numbered with Arabic numerals consecutively in the order to which they are referred and be positioned properly in the text. Not more than 6 figures are recommended. 
Each figure must have a caption that includes the figure number and a brief description, preferably one or two sentences. The caption should immediately follow the figure with the format “Fig. X. Figure caption.” The caption should be understandable without reference to the text. It is preferable to place the keys to symbols used in the figure in the caption, not in the artwork. 
Ensure that the symbols and abbreviations in the caption agree with those in the figure itself and in the text and that the figure is already sized appropriately. If there are coordinates in a figure, their measures and corresponding units must be identified in the form like C/(mol L(1). 
Figures should be submitted in final width: maximally 75 mm for single-column ones and 150 mm for double-column ones, and with symbols legible in final size, preferably 7.5 points in Times New Roman style for all letters and numbers. Cardinal lines in a figure should be 0.75 point wide and auxiliary ones 0.25 point. 

3.4
Tables
Tables should be numbered consecutively and each given a descriptive caption. The title should follow the format “Table X. Table Title”. The title should be understandable without reference to the text. Put details in footnotes, not in the title. Define nonstandard abbreviations in footnotes. 

A table should have at least the following three horizontal rules: one under the title and above the column headings; one between the column headings and the body of the table; and one at the bottom of the table. No vertical rules or other lines may be used unless they indicate the structure of the data. Footnotes to a table should be right under it. 
Use tables when the data cannot be presented clearly as narrative, when many precise numbers must be presented, or when more meaningful interrelationships can be conveyed by the tabular format. Tables should supplement, not duplicate, text and figures. Tables should be simple and concise.
4.
Discussion

The function of the Discussion is to interpret your results in light of what was already known about the subject of the investigation, and to explain our new understanding of the problem after taking your results into consideration. The Discussion will always connect to the Introduction by way of the question(s) or hypotheses you posed and the literature you cited, but it does not simply repeat or rearrange the Introduction. Instead, it tells how your study has moved us forward from the place you left us at the end of the Introduction. 
Fundamental questions to answer here include:

1) Do your results provide answers to your testable hypotheses? If so, how do you interpret your findings? 

2) Do your findings agree with what others have shown? If not, do they suggest an alternative explanation or perhaps an unforseen design flaw in your experiment (or theirs?) 

3) Given your conclusions, what is our new understanding of the problem you investigated and outlined in the Introduction? 

4) If warranted, what would be the next step in your study, e.g., what experiments would you do next? 

Use the active voice whenever possible in this section. Watch out for wordy phrases; be concise and make your points clearly. Use of the first person is okay, but too much use of the first person may actually distract the reader from the main points.

Organize the Discussion to address each of the experiments or studies for which you presented results; discuss each in the same sequence as presented in the Results, providing your interpretation of what they mean in the larger context of the problem. Do not waste entire sentences restating your results; if you need to remind the reader of the result to be discussed, use "bridge sentences" that relate the result to the interpretation.
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